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BACA/PREWITT 

CHAPTER 
  
Navajo name:  Kin[igaii 
Interpretation:  White house 
Indian Population:                        1980 Census:                        1,452 
                        1990 Census:                        666 
                        2000 Census:                        879 
Estimated land size:         127,153.10 Acres 
Land Management District :       16 
  
GOVERNMENT 
Number of Chapter NNC delegate(s):    1 
Number of police officer(s):                      1 
Navajo Police district office covering Chapter : 
       Crownpoint District 
McKinley County Sheriff also covers the area under the New Mexico-Navajo Nation joint powers 
agreement. 
Tribal offices providing services in Chapter: 
Division of Social Services   Adult In-Home Care 
Comm. Health Rep       Dept of Emplmnt & Trng 
Dept of Head Start    Wowen, Infants & Children 
Navajo Housing Services      The Gathering Place (GED) 
Crownpoint Field Health Clinic 
  
MEDICAL
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Hospital(s) & clinic(s) where most Chapter people go: 
            Hospital                                    Town 
Crownpoint Indian Health Care Facility            Crownpoint, NM 
Gallup Indian Medical Center              Gallup, NM 
Cibola General Hospital                                    Grants, NM 
ACL Hospital                                         Acoma, NM 
  
EDUCATION 
Total enrollment by school (Fall of 2003): 

School           Enrolled 
            Baca Pre-Schools I & II           36 
            Haystack Pre-School20 
            Baca Community Sch (BIA)     400 
Note:  Children from the chapter area attend elementary and high schools in Thoreau, Grants, and Ft.
Wingate. 
  
COMMUNICATIONS 
Regular TV reception; stations received: 
            Call Letters  Town 
            KNME               Albuquerque, NM 
            KOAT               Albuquerque, NM 
            KOB                 Albuquerque, NM 
            KRQE               Albuquerque, NM 
Clear AM radio stations received: 
            Call Letters  Town 
            KGAK               Gallup, NM 
            KYVA               Gallup, NM 
            KTNN                Window Rock, AZ 
            KMIN                Grants, NM 
            KHAC               Tse Bonito, NM 
            KNDN               Farmington, NM 
Clear FM radio stations received: 
            Call Letters  Town 
            KKOR               Gallup, NM 
            KQ109            Albuquerque, NM 
            KRST                Albuquerque, NM 
  
Newspaper received within the Chapter : 
            Name of Paper                Town 
            Grants Daily Beacon            Grants, NM 
            The Independent            Gallup, NM 
            The Journal              Albuquerque, NM 
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            Albuquerque Tribune            Albuquerque, NM 
            Navajo Times               Window Rock, AZ 
Courier services within the chapter: 
            None Reported 
                         
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
            None Reported 
  
PUBLIC FACILITIES 
            None Reported 
  
EQUIPMENT (Maintained by Chapter) 
            None Reported 
  
SCENIC ATTRACTIONS 
            None Reported 
  
CIVIC 
Churches: 
            Name of Church  Est'd Membership 
            Pentecostal (Prewitt)35 
            Assembly Church of God      75 
            Blue Mountain Church  45 
            Word of God Church (Haystack)   50 
  
Indigenous: 
            Traditional Navajo    100 
            Native American Church  150 
  
Active community organizations: 
            Planning and Development Board 
            Senior Citizen Council 
            Local Parent Policy Committee (70 mbrs) 
            Save the Children Federation 
            Baca Community School Board (4 mbrs) 
            Local Church Groups 
  
COMMERCIAL 
Available commercial establishments in the Chapter: 

Convenient Stores      1 
  

BACA/PREWITT CHAPTER (Continued) 
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TRANSPORTATION 
Paved roads through the chapter area: 
            US Interstate I-40 
            Historic US Route 66 (frontage road) 
            State of NM Highway 412 
            Highway 19 (to Plains Elec Gen Station) 
  
Distances to: 
            Agency: Crownpoint    35 miles 
            Window Rock     68 miles 
            Grants, NM       19 miles 
            Gallup, NM       43 miles 
  
MAJOR EMPLOYERS 
                                                            No. of  
            Name of Employer                      Employees 

Baca Community School (BIA)30 
Navajo Nation          23 
Plains Electric Generating Station         12 
Paper Mill                7 
  

LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES 
            Uranium; water; sand & gravel; and timber 
  
COMMUNITY/COOPERATIVE FARMING 
            None.  
  
BRIEF OVERVIEW OF CHAPTER 
            The Baca Chapter House is located in Prewitt, a small community approximately 20 miles west
of Grants and about 43 miles east of Gallup.  The chapter area includes the communities of Prewitt,
Haystack, South Chavez, and Blue Water.  It is in the outer most area of Eastern Navajo Agency
extending to the southeast.  The southern Navajo Sacred Mountain, T’so dzilth¨(Mt. Taylor) looms in 
the east.  Haystack (mesa) and other pinnacles and mesas make up a dramatic panorama and
foreground to T’so dzilth ¨as one views it from Baca, site of the Chapter house. 
            The area is most famous for the discovery of Uranium in the 1950s; Haystack Navajo Paddy
Martinez found the first trace of Uranium.  Up to the early 1980s, Uranium ore mining and production
of Uranium "yellow cakes" were predominate to the region's economy.  The Uranium "bust" left the
area in economic distress for a whole decade.  Uranium companies had to close operations one by
one due to the low costs of Uranium produced overseas, especially Australia.  For this reason, the
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area lost population between 1980 and 1990.
            Brothers Bob and Harold Baca set up a Trading Post in 1916, based on which the Navajo
people referred to the Community as Baca.  The chapter was certified by the Navajo Tribal Council on
December 05, 1955.  Community people of course have long been meeting on community concerns
for the official recognition.  People used to congregate near the Trading Post and in 1919 the first
meeting hall (building) was constructed. 
            Although situated on private lands, the Plains Electric Generating Station is located in the
chapter area.  The facility was built only to the first stage of several planned units.  Constructions of
additional units are depended on availability of water.  The plant has provided for much needed jobs
and has added to the McKinley County's tax base.  It has also resulted in some immediate area road
improvements.  In fact the road between Prewitt and Casamero Lake is paved only to a point past the
turn-off to the power plant, and the remainder of the road to Casamero Lake and Borrego Pass is only 
graded and graveled. 
  
This Chapter information was provided by: 
               Name               Telephone No. 
2004        Relda Martinez, CSC               505 876-9917 
                
'92/'96               Rosita Loretto, CSC               505/876-9917 
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